Consequences of a Ban of Protoplast Fusion for the Choice of
Cultivars in Organic Agriculture

Billmann, B., Arncken-Karutz, C., Koller, M., Oehen, B., & Thommen, Al

Keywords: protoplast fusion, organic standards, horticulture, plant breeding,
economical impact assessment

Abstract

The use of protoplast fusion as a breeding method has often been discussed between
stakeholders of organic agriculture during the past years. The main criticism was the
combination of genetic material under circumstances that do not exist naturally. The
survey gives an overview over the scientific and legal state of affairs in Europe and

provides a basis for the decision making of standard committees.

! All authors: Research Institute of Organic Agriculture FiBL, Ackerstrasse, 5070 Frick,
Switzerland, e-mail: bettina.billmann@fibl.org, Internet: www.fibl.org



